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Payne, Charles Ambrose 

Private, 242031 
1st /5th Battalion, Northumberland Fusiliers 
formerly 5/6801, 12th Battalion,  
Northumberland Fusiliers 
formerly 27003, King's Royal Rifle Corps 
Place of Birth: Long Melford 
Date of Death: Friday, 26th October 1917 
Killed in Action  
Memorial: Tyne Cot 
Theatre of War: France & Flanders 
Aged 33  

 

Members of two long established Long 
Melford families were married in the 
autumn of 1876 - Henry Frederick Payne 
and Ann Ambrose.  Henry Frederick was 
one of the eight children of Charles, a 
factory labourer, and Emma Payne of Hall 
Street.  Ann grew up in a confectioner’s 
and sweet shop, also in Hall Street. 
 
In 1881 Henry and Annie lived in West 
Hall Street, Long Melford.  Henry was in 
steady employment as a mat weaver and 
Annie was working from home as a 
dressmaker.  By 1891 the couple had 
three children: Ellen, Minnie and Charles, 
born 14th October 1886, and Annie now 
ran the sweet shop. 
  
By 1901 the growing family was at 47 
Burton End in Haverhill.  Henry was still 
working as a mat weaver, but Annie had 
returned to dressmaking.  Son Charles, at 
the age of 14, was a rope maker.  There 
was another daughter, Annie, together 
with two more sons –Frederick born 3rd 
June 1895 and Alfred born 16th October 
1897. 
 
 

 
By 1911 Charles had left home to join his uncle in Manor Park, Essex, where he had 
found employment as a butchery assistant.  His brothers, Frederick and Alfred were 
at home in Haverhill and had both found employment as clerks.  
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In 1913 Charles married Agnes L Mash 
(West Ham Q4-1913 4A:629). Their son, 
Charles A, was born in 1914. Agnes was 
the daughter of John Mash, a wallpaper 
print cutter and his first wife Caroline who 
died in 1900. Originally from Bethnal 
Green, John and his family lived in East 
Ham but by 1911 John had remarried and 
the family were living at Manor Park which 
was part of the County Borough of East 
Ham. 
Photo left: Agnes and son Charles 
 
Charles enlisted into the Army at Canning 
Town, as Private 27003 in the King’s Royal 
Rifles and probably spent some time in 
England before being posted to France in 
mid-1916.  There he was transferred to the 
infantry regiment of the Northumberland 
Fusiliers, 1st/ 5th Battalion (Territorial) as 
Private No. 242031. 
 
The battalion took part in the Third Battle of 
Ypres, the offensive mounted by 
Commonwealth forces to divert German 

attention from a weakened French front further south.  The main assault quickly 
became bogged down against determined opposition and suffered from deteriorating 
weather, giving rise to thousands of casualties on both sides.  Charles was killed in 
action on the 26th October 1917. Another Haverhill man, Bertie Fifield, also serving 
with the Northumberland Fusiliers, was also killed in action on this date.  
 
The war diary for October 1917 shows that the Battalion were posted to the front at 
Schaap Balie. On the 25th October, the evening before a planned attack, rations and 
hot tea were served. The following morning at 5.40am a ‘barrage commenced. 
Companies go over well. Enemy barrage on road… within 3 minutes of zero hour’. 
 
The war diary for the date when Charles was killed in action records that their attack 
was met with heavy enemy machine gun fire:  

 
‘Barrage commenced 5.40am. Companies go over well. Enemy 
barrage on road within 3 minutes of zero hour. A Coy heavily shelled. 
7.10 am: Reports from wounded that all companies have taken 1st 
objective. 7.40 am: Report from wounded that B Coy are on Hill 23 but 
suffering heavy machine-gun fire from the direction of wood.  9 am: 
Report that C Coy held up by machine-gun fire from huts …From the 
wounded, the following reports are gathered: B Coy (left Coy) 
advanced well from assembly point taking first objective easily until 
they reached the road which was found wired between the trees. When 
the first and second waves reached this and attempts were made to cut 
the wire and reach enemy trench which was full of enemy, they were 
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enfiladed by machine gun fire and practically wiped out. The other 
waves were unable to advance on account of intense M.G. fire. C Coy 
and 4th N.F. on their right advanced as far as huts but were unable to 
advance further on account of M.G. fire. D Coy, having taken first 
objective advanced under heavy fire. No further news can be obtained 
of this Coy. 11 pm - Bn relieved by 4th Bn Yorkshire Regt.’ 

 
News of Charles’ death reached his parents in late November and on 24th 
November The South West Suffolk Echo, reported on the tragedies that had befallen 
the Payne family:  
 

"The toll of war has fallen with extreme severity on Mr. and Mrs. F. 
Payne of Burton End, Haverhill, inasmuch as two of their three sons 
have been killed, and the other has been returned as missing. The 
sympathy which is felt in such circumstances cannot be expressed in 
mere words or written phrases. News reached them on Saturday that 
their eldest son, Pte. Charles Payne, 242031 of the Northumberland 
Fusiliers, Lewis Gun section, had been killed in action. He had passed 
two birthdays in France. He was 33 years of age and lived at 36 
Stanley Road, Manor Park, where he leaves a widow and a little boy." 

 
 
His little boy was Charlie Payne who had been born in 1914 and was just 3 when his 
father lost his life.   
 
Charles is commemorated on the Tyne Cot memorial, in Belgium Flanders.   
 

(Photo courtesy of CWGC) 
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Charles was awarded the Victory Medal. 
 
.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Both of Charles’ brothers, Frederick and Alfred, also died during the Battle of  

Passchendaele. They all served with different Regiments and whether or not they 

had an opportunity to meet each other or even knew they were all in the same area 

is unknown. Alfred who was a Private with the 3rd /10th Battalion, Duke of 

Cambridge’s Own (Middlesex Regiment) was reported as missing in action on 4th 

October 1917. Frederick who was with the 6th Battalion, Alexandra Princess of 

Wales’s Own (Yorkshire Regiment) was reported as missing in action on 26th 

September 1917.  

In the period of a month, their parents had lost all their sons; the sisters their 

brothers. 

The South West Suffolk Echo of 28 Sept 1918 marked the first anniversary of their 

deaths with a moving tribute from their parents and sisters  

 

On a far and lonely battlefield 

When the trees their branches bend, 

Lie three loving sons and brothers, 

Sent to their untimely end. 

 

We never knew the pain they bore, 

We never saw them die, 

We only know they passed away 

And never said, “Goodbye”. 

 

We loved them in life too little 

We love them in death too well.  


